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The Way of Jesus:  Summary Statement 

Matthew 7:12 

 

Introduction – Jesus, Take the Wheel 

Here’s an interesting thought:  what if God judged our spiritual lives on the way that we drive 

our cars?  I’m not so sure I like that arrangement.  I’m a pretty good driver, but there have been 

times when I’ve been very impatient with the driver in front of me and expressed my frustration 

within the safety of my car with the window closed.  Some of you know what I mean.  Just ask 

my wife and kids.  Fortunately, I don’t have a bumper sticker or a fish on the back of my car.   

 

Truth be told, I’ve been working on my patience behind the wheel – or more correctly – God’s 

been working on me.  But have you ever thought, how would Jesus drive my car?  That’s a great 

question, isn’t it?   

 

I lived in Southern California for twenty-five years, eleven of those years in the Los Angeles 

basin.  One of my favorite jobs was driving shuttle vans to the airport during the summer of 

1980, when the Olympics were held there.  I learned to drive in heavy traffic and I still maintain 

that the drivers in LA are some of the best in the country.  They’re generally courteous.  They 

signal before they move.  They’ll let you into a lane if you are merging.  Now Chicago:  that’s 

another story altogether.  If you signal to merge, they’ll speed up.  If you do something they 

don’t like, they’ll lean on their horn.  The first time I drove through Chicago…I’ve never been 

“flipped off” so many times in my life.  I don’t’ think Jesus drives the streets of Chicago.   

 

If you want to be a good driver, you’ll learn what is called, “defensive driving.”  It involves 

being aware of what the other drivers are doing.  It means anticipating their moves.  Not only is 

defensive driving a wise way of avoiding an accident, the awareness that you have of the other 

drivers becomes the foundation of courteous driving.  If you make it a point to be aware of other 

drivers, you’ll signal before turning or moving.  You’ll watch your rear-view mirror to monitor 

cars coming up on you so that you don’t switch lanes right in front of them.  If you see someone 

struggling to merge into traffic, you can move over into another lane.  That’s what Jesus would 

do.  Right? 
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I don’t mean to be flippant or irreverent.  But a lot of us spend a lot of our life in our cars.  And, 

like it or not, we also express our Christian faith on the road – whether that’s good or bad.  The 

best drivers – the safest drivers – are those who follow “The Golden Rule:”   

 

“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them,  

for this is the Law and the Prophets.” 

Matthew 7:12 

 

Prayer 

 

The “therefore” question… 

Different translations treat the beginning of verse twelve differently.  A lot of modern 

translations like the English Standard Version (ESV), which we just read, use small little word, 

“so,” to connect this verse with what had come before.  The idea is perhaps the same, but the 

word “therefore,” which other modern word-for-word translations, along with the King James 

Version seems to be a weightier word than “so.”  There’s more heft.  And whenever you come to 

the word “therefore” in Scripture, you must ask what it is “there for.”  I know it almost sounds 

cliché, but it is vitally important that we understand the structure of the language if we are to 

fully understand what Jesus is saying.   

 

I think there are a couple of ways to understand what the Golden Rule is connected to through 

the word therefore.  The most obvious place is to look at the immediate context.  In verses 7-11, 

Jesus was encouraging his followers to be persistent in their asking, seeking, and knocking for 

the things that they need in life because God will surely answer out of his goodness.  Let’s go 

ahead and read the verses so that we get the connection: 

 

Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 

you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who 

knocks it will be opened. Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give 

him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, 
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know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in 

heaven give good things to those who ask him! 

 

By connecting the Golden Rule to its immediate context, we can understand this way:  in the 

same good and gracious way in which God the Father provides what you need and ask for, return 

the same grace to others by treating them the way that you want to be treated.  It makes sense 

and it is a powerful connection.   

 

There is an additional way, as well, to consider the connecting word, “therefore,” in this passage 

that makes sense and can stand side by side with the interpretation that I just shared.  Jesus said 

that by treating others the way that we want to be treated that we will be fulfilling the intention 

of the Law and the Prophets.  I think that Jesus is bookending the core teachings of the Sermon 

on the Mount that began in 5:17-18:   

 

“Do not think [Jesus said] that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 

come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth 

pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 

 

In between 5:18 and the Golden Rule, Jesus was teaching about how his followers should live in 

relation to others.  It makes sense that he would wrap it up in one profound commandment: 

 

“[Therefore] whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them,  

for this is the Law and the Prophets.” 

 

What is “the Law and the Prophets?”  We read it earlier this morning from Matthew 22:34-40: 

 

But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. 

And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which is the great 

commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
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commandment.  And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On 

these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

   

Jesus was quoting Moses from Deuteronomy, one of the books of the Law.  But what of the 

prophets?  The mission of the prophets was turning the hearts, the minds, and the actions of the 

people back to the Law that God had given them.  The prophets especially focus on holiness in 

our relationships with other people – issues of justice and mercy.  So when we faithfully observe 

the First and Second Commandments as Jesus stated them we will fulfill everything that was 

commanded in the Law and the Prophets.  The Golden Rule is obviously a restatement of the 

Second Commandment, to love your neighbor as yourself. And it is the central understanding of 

who we are in our relationships with other people in the kingdom of God.   

 

Why we’re not so “golden”… 

Variations on the Golden Rule are found in many world religions.  Buddhism has one and Jewish 

Rabbi Hillel, who came before Jesus taught, “What is hateful to you, do not do to anyone else.  

This is the whole law; everything else is commentary.”  But the Rabbi’s teaching, along with all 

the other world religions, always state this relational rule in the negative.  If you wouldn’t want 

something done to you, then don’t do it to others.  OK.  Simple enough.  I get it.  I’ll be careful 

not to do bad things to people.  If I don’t have to, I won’t even deal with them.  But Jesus’ 

teaching, on the other hand, is profoundly different.  In other religions, we are free to ignore 

people.  But Jesus tells his followers to take positive initiative.  “What you want others to do for 

you – do that unto them.”  See the difference?  A person who is truly following Jesus will take 

positive initiative and make the world a better place.  They will give of themselves to 

others…just like Jesus did for us.   

 

Everyone agrees that the Golden Rule is wonderful.  What a great place this world would be if 

we just did it.  If bosses would just follow the Golden Rule, they would have happy, content, and 

productive employees.  If employees would do it, the enterprise would be successful beyond 

expectations. If teachers treated their students the way that they wanted to be treated, students 

would feel confident, loved, and eager to learn.  If parents would raise their children according to 

the Golden Rule, their children would grow up healthy and loyal to them without any bitterness.  
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Imagine what our marriages would be like if both spouses would consistently treat each other 

according to the Golden Rule.   

 

Yes, we all agree that the Golden Rule is wonderful.  We just don’t do it.  We don’t do it because 

we are all naturally self-centered.  Let’s call it what the Bible says.  Our problem is sin.  We 

want what we want, even if it hurts someone else.  We want our needs met before anyone else.  

We want to succeed.  We want stuff.  We want to be first in line…  It’s all about me, me, me.   

 

“…whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them.” 

 

Sounds good.  Looks good on paper.  But it’s not our natural inclination.  It’s hard to do. 

 

Kingdom paradox 

If we’re going to be known as Jesus-followers then we will order our lives according to the 

Golden Rule.  That means we’re going to have to change – to be transformed.   

 

How do we do that? 

 

The Golden Rule – “whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them” – is the 

enactment of the Second Commandment, to “love your neighbor as yourself.”  Here is the secret 

to following Jesus and fulfilling the Golden Rule: the Second Commandment – to love your 

neighbor as yourself – will never be obeyed without the First.  In other words, “We will never 

love our neighbors in the way we would like to be loved until we love God first with [all] our 

heart and soul and mind.”
1
 

 

If you hear nothing else this morning, hear me on this.  It is only when we are rightly related to 

God that we will rightly relate to others.  A right relationship with God is the basis of Paul’s 

teaching on marriage – the most intimate and intense of all human relationships.
2
. You see, it is 

when the husband and wife are both individually completely submitted to God that they will be 

                                                      
1
 D.A. Carson, Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, p. 121.  

2
 Eph. 5:21-33 
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able to serve and submit to one another.  You see, when we pursue God with all that we are and 

understand who we are before him, we recognize that we are both nothing and everything.  This 

is the great paradox of the gospel.   

 

Before God, as Martin Luther said, we are all beggars.  We are unworthy of any good thing.   

Now, a lot of people have a problem with that.  The reason why they have a problem with it is 

because they don’t see God for all that he is in his righteous perfection and holiness.  But when 

you finally come face to face with who God is, you no longer feel entitled to anything or have a 

need to protect your interest because you are unworthy of everything!  So you stop scratching 

and clawing and stepping on people to get what you want.   

 

But there’s another side to the same truth that is just the opposite.  In ourselves, we bring nothing 

to God of moral value.  But when God redeems you through faith in Jesus Christ, he has just 

given you everything you need.  You are loved with an everlasting love that gives your soul 

eternal worth.  You don’t have to scratch and claw and step on people because you have 

everything if you have Christ.  And when you have everything, you are free to give anything to 

other people.  The Golden Rule – “whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to 

them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.” 

 

 It takes a confident person to be humble. 

  It takes a strong person to admit their weaknesses.  

   It takes a person of integrity to confess their failure. 

 

Jesus showed the way.  Though he was rich, he became poor for our sakes (II Cor. 8:9). He 

suffered death in order to give us life.   

 

Let me give you an illustration. Most of us have had insecure bosses.  They are the absolute 

worst because they assert their authority with a heavy hand.  They take credit for every good 

thing and blame you for every bad thing.  They micro-manage you and don’t allow you to do 

your job.  They act strong because they are weak.  (Can I get a witness?)  The confident boss, on 

the other hand, is the opposite.  He or she doesn’t constantly have to assert their power.  They 
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freely give credit to their employees, thus encouraging and empowering them.  They give you 

freedom to do your job because they are secure enough to trust you.  They are strong and 

confident enough to treat you how they would like to be treated – the Golden Rule.  

 

Imagine what it would be like in your family if you started living by the Golden Rule.  What 

would it be like at school, or at work, or in this church?  It would be a breath of fresh air and 

welcome freedom from the scratching, clawing, and abusing of people that we usually 

experience in our lives.  Even our driving would improve! 

 

Living by the Golden Rule won’t happen just by redoubling our efforts.  It happens only when 

we come to God and meet him at the foot of the Cross.  There, we will find the cost and depths 

of our own sin and wickedness.  We are worthy of no good thing there.  But in our abject 

poverty, we will encounter the unlimited grace of God that lifts up to eternal riches that we are 

free in turn to give to others.  That is the paradox and the glory of the kingdom of God.  Then we 

are free and empowered to live out the Golden Rule:  (Say it with me…) 

 

“[Therefore] whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them,  

for this is the Law and the Prophets.” 

 

These are the words of Jesus.  This is the way of Jesus.  

 

 

 

 

 


